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pubhshers (notably Harper &

Comldermg f.he first of these
., volumes, not nkcessarily in order -
i of merit, Senator “Joseph 8. g
: Clark's cleverly titled, “Congress:’
. the Sapless Branch, o deals with'
. y the malaise, br:even worse. yet,
; - the inadéquacy of the Congress of
.-the United" States as a Tegislative:
'4 ‘body and with it the danger that
- 'guch portends for the very démo-
! - cratic process. Clark, a liberal .
i “Democrat from Pennsylvania, hias
~been an outspoken critic of the '
‘1 Senaté “Establishment," an inrer .
- group of political oligarchs who
.' have specialized in Jegislative obs",
i~ structionism for reasons that hava, .,
' little or nothing to do with the ”"\;‘“
, " national welfare. ’
. For -the most thiess
1. genatorial oligarchs, doming "L -
* from the South and Mlddle-West_ '
" and more often than not consers
‘_ vative if mot reactionary in |
- their.'political orientation, reﬂect_;-}
the less enlightened aftitudes of -
. their -sections, Many.. .Tepresent ."
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CONGRESS. THE \SAPLESS BRANCH by Joseph 8. Clark (Harper & Row. $4 95)
THE \TcNAMARA STRATEGY, by wmiam W, Kaufmann (Harper & Row, §5.95), -
VIEW FROM THE SEVENTH FLOOR by w. W. Rosbow (Harper & Row, s4).

” . import or _significance, but each. in its own way sheds light on some facet of our federal -
A -pol1t1ca1 structure And Just to

. undoubtedly change due to the |
" recent “Supreme Court deciions
- an legislative apportionment. But
‘in any evenf, they tend to he

" tain important positions on Senate
“and House committees which spe- :1°
‘cialize in strangling -legislation,:
*particularly that which affects -

. rid of the obstructionists in Cone
. gress.-
" tends that there are ways of over- -
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Row) have gone out of thelr way to get ouf bogks concerned :

" with the workings of the national government and with the polmcal personalities involved.
* Four of these books have preoccupled me this summer. To be sure, they are not of equal §
»
i

keep the record stt aight at the onset Sena( or Goldwater

Mlssxssnppn conde most readlly to 1bu<;ter in the qe"ﬂ « and Limiting ;

mind) although this situation will :, the power of the Rules Commit-
: ©i"lee in the House; voting on all

| presidential proposals within $ix
“months of their submission to the '™
Congress; committing Congresse.’
men to support the policies advge:
cated by their national party o«
gamzatmm getting nd of po-,
Jitical patronage;. changes in-tha'
means of election financing so'
- that candidates will not he be«’:
+ holden to.big contributors; estabs <}
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- re-elected year in and year out-
..with little or no meaningful op- -
:". position. Conséquently, they ob-s

urban ’constituencies, .Paradoxi- °
_cally, at a time when the nation™
hag become, and is becommg.' ‘tial ‘years; and public dxsclosura
‘more and mpre urbanized, the | s yo volieag of income for all’;:

Congressional rulers have blithe. ;members of Congress Ll
ly ignored the pressing social and :
economnc problems of the cities.
No easy way exists for getting

ators and Represematwes with 4
elections held only’ In presxden—

i The second book, “The Me., ‘_-'}*
! Namara. Slratem,'f by leham &
| W. Kaufmapn, former . faculty "

But Senator Clark con- ' ‘member at Yale and cun-ently
professor bf political .science at =

_coming the kind of Congressional | MIT, Is & careful and sympa-
-“obstructionism that " is .built . into | " thetic analysis of the policies of -
the organization -and " the “opera- Secretary of Defense Robert S, .
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House:; He -advocates the follow» /' the  strongmanof -the Wanmad-

allmainnatlam IR

‘-d.i’; i

; m.‘,-\

ff&r’ ée"

lishing four year terms for Sem-.qj .
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